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September 26, 2011 
 
 
Mr. Rob Cook, Chief Executive Officer, Ontario Waste Management Association 
Ms. Jo-Anne St. Godard, Executive Director, Recycling Council of Ontario 
Ms. Beth Goodger, President, Ontario Chapter, Solid Waste Association of North America 
Ms. Sue McCrae, Chair, Municipal Waste Association 
Ms. Theresa McClenaghan, Executive Director, Canadian Environmental Law Association 
Mr. Kenneth J. Brothers, Chair, Regional Public Works Commissioners of Ontario 
Mr. Alex Gill, Executive Director, Ontario Environment Industry Association 
 
Dear Mr. Cook and Colleagues: 

Thank you very much for your 2011 provincial election questionnaire. I am pleased to 
provide you with the attached response, which outlines the Ontario Liberal Party’s position 
on these issues of key importance.  

Ontario Liberals are the only party with a positive plan to move Ontario forward. Together, 
we got through the recession the Ontario way: we protected education and health care, 
stood by workers in the hardest hit industries, and worked together to find new 
opportunities for our province and our families. Our strong leadership, experienced team 
and thoughtful long-term plan are getting results for Ontario families. 

Eight years ago, during the dark days of Conservative cuts and conflict, Ontario was 
moving backwards. Today, our schools are rated among the world’s best, our health care 
ranks first in Canada, and old jobs are coming back while new jobs are being created in 
emerging industries like advanced manufacturing and clean energy.  

Our plan is getting results and Ontario is solidly on track. The Hudak PCs would take us off 
track and put our fragile recovery at risk with their reckless schemes. We need to keep 
moving forward, together. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your 2011 provincial election questionnaire — 
and please accept my best wishes. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Dalton McGuinty 
Leader of the Ontario Liberal Party 
Premier 

Enclosure 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ontario Waste Management Association 
 

How is waste reduction and diversion addressed in your environmental 
protection plans and commitments to Ontarians?  

Our approach to waste management involves partnerships with Ontario’s municipalities, 
large and small businesses, the waste management sector, non-governmental 
organizations and producers. We are committed to waste diversion and green innovation 
— not only for the sake of a cleaner environment and healthier communities, but also to 
ensure Ontario is poised to take a leading role in the transition to a stronger, more 
sustainable economy. 
 
In 2010, we finalized an agreement with the State of Michigan to ban all residential waste 
from being exported from Ontario and, with our municipal and industry partners, we have 
pursued new and innovative approaches to ensure we are maximizing the potential for the 
three Rs — reduce, reuse and recycle.   
 
There is also a growing recognition of the value of waste as a resource. From recovering 
valuable metals from used batteries, to recycling construction materials into landscape 
mulch, the potential for innovation and growth in this area is tremendous. And it is being 
realized by forward-thinking companies and municipalities across Ontario. 
 
This approach is bringing results. We are currently diverting three million tonnes of waste 
from landfills. 
 
Our plan is about boosting our competitiveness, encouraging investment in the province 
and creating jobs for Ontarians — and it is about making Ontario a North American leader 
in delivering innovative solutions to one of today’s biggest environmental challenges. 
 
The plan brings solid benefits to Ontarians. By 2012, our waste diversion efforts will 
generate $770 million in gross domestic product (GDP) and create 7,863 jobs. In terms of 
environmental benefits, our waste programs prevent toxic chemicals such as particulates, 
benzene and sulphur dioxide from entering our waterways and the air we breathe. 
 
The PCs would download waste management responsibilities onto municipalities, without 
the needed funding for these programs. Like other financial downloads of the previous PC 
government, this will severely compromise the quality of these programs, leading to 
harmful waste products entering our air and water. 
 
What is the position of your party on producer responsibility (producer pays) 
for waste diversion programs?  

Ontario Liberals are committed to Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). Many 
jurisdictions across Canada and around the world have widespread acceptance of EPR as  
 

…/2 



 

-2- 
 
an integral component of any successful waste management strategy. We are 
continuously making progress and striving for improvements to our existing EPR 
programs: 
 

! The Blue Box program is delivered through municipalities and partially funded by 
producers. 

! We have an electronic or e-waste program that is creating growing awareness of 
the importance of recycling the many electronic products we use every day, from 
computers to printers to televisions. Thus far, the program has diverted 63,000 
tonnes of e-waste.  

! We have a program for used tires that has diverted 25 million tires and is bringing 
in new business, innovation and jobs in the green economy — and that has enabled 
several companies to establish processing facilities in Ontario. 

 
We also believe it makes sense for companies designing and selling products that 
eventually wind up as waste to play a bigger part in the recovery, recycling or managing 
of these products. Ontario Liberals are committed to a national discussion on recycling, 
packaging and roles of industry as part of the Canadian Council of Ministers of the 
Environment (CCME). 

While there are many different approaches to EPR, we are seeking approaches that meet 
the unique needs of Ontario businesses and families alike. We will continue to draw on the 
best ideas from producers, manufacturers, retailers and other partners about how best to 
move forward. 

Ontario Liberals are the only party to articulate a comprehensive waste vision that 
connects the environment and the economy, and that will lay out a smart waste policy 
based on the principles of EPR. 

 
What is your party’s opinion/position on the Waste Diversion Act and the 
current programs operating under it? What if anything will your party do to 
improve these current waste diversion programs?  

Ontario Liberals are committed to the review of the Waste Diversion Act (WDA). We have 
over the past year conducted extensive consultations and received valuable input from 
Ontarians and various stakeholders on proposed changes to the waste diversion 
framework. In addition, during the Municipal Hazardous and Special Waste program 
review, we received more information on how to make waste diversion programs more 
effective, transparent and accountable. 
 
We remain determined to reform the WDA so that it makes sense to consumers, citizens 
and stakeholders. Before we proceed in this regard we will partner with municipalities and  
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other organizations to move forward in a coordinated, strategic and inclusive manner 
aimed at increasing waste diversion in Ontario.   

How do you think the programs under the Act should be managed and 
governed?  

As part of the comprehensive review of the WDA, program management and governance 
are on the table. We have received many recommendations over the past year regarding 
this particular aspect. Ontario Liberals have been clear about governance of the programs 
— highlighting the need to remove any conflict of interest, the importance of having 
independent board members and the importance of transparency. 

One of the many things that distinguish Ontario Liberals from the NDP and PCs is our 
commitment to continue our diversion progress. The facts speak for themselves:  
 

! 67,000 tonnes of e-waste have been diverted 
! 25 million tires have been diverted — enough to fill 114 Olympic-sized pools 
! One billion wine and spirit bottles have been returned — enough to fill 54,000 

garbage trucks that would line the 401 from Toronto to Ottawa 
! Seven million litres of paint have been kept out of our lakes and rivers. 

 
Diversion programs help the economy — seven jobs are created for every 1,000 tonnes 
diverted. 

While Ontario Liberals continue to push for greater results, better governance and more 
education, the other parties continue to neglect this vital issue. It is clear that the Hudak 
PCs want to download these programs — and more — onto municipalities, further 
increasing costs for the property taxpayer. And it has become clear, from even those with 
long histories within the NDP, that their party has abandoned environmental principles and 
goals. 
 
What financial model would your party employ to ensure fair, accountable, and 
competitive programs under the Waste Diversion Act?  

Ontario Liberals will build on the success of EPR programs like the Blue Box, Used Tires 
and other beneficial EPR programs used in different jurisdictions in Canada, the United 
States and around the world. While we recognize there is no one-size-fits-all approach, we 
will ensure that there is a sensible framework for waste diversion programs based on 
fairness and accountability. 


